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Habakkuk 3:1 - 19  

The entire work of Habakkuk is in the form of a psalm, and to the prophet’s final words of praise to God are added musical notations for future performers of the piece. “Selah” is a word we often saw in the psalms of David and Solomon. “Shigionoth”, on the other hand, is used only once in the Psalms and again here in Habakkuk. Its meaning is unknown, but it probably has to do with the type of song being written.  One commentator calls the final part of the song (chapter 3) a “doxology”. In it Habakkuk declares the glory of God and his own willingness to wait patiently for the glorious deliverance of Israel and for the punishment of Babylon that God has promised. 

The prophet ends chapter 2 citing the worthlessness of false gods and declaring that the true God is in His temple and that the world should stand in silent awe of Him. The latter words become a bridge leading into the song of praise that is chapter 3. The two proclamations separated by the “bridge” demonstrate in stark clarity the contrast between the false gods of the world and the true God of Habakkuk. Habakkuk begins to extol the power of the Almighty over all of the earth and its inhabitants in 3:3. 

The answer to his rhetorical questions regarding whether God was angry with nature would have been obvious to the prophet’s hearers. God’s anger was directed at His own people and ultimately at His enemy, Babylon. 


The prophet concludes, after his dialog with God that began in chapter 1, not that he will go on wondering in frustration whether God will ever act, but says instead, “Yet I will ﻿exult in the Lord, I will ﻿rejoice in the ﻿God of my salvation. The Lord ﻿God is my ﻿strength, and ﻿He has made my feet like hinds’ feet, and makes me walk on my ﻿high places.” (NASB)  God’s answers to Habakkuk’s questions assured him that not only could he be patient, he could be joyful and strong.
